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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to 1) Study the creative thinking ability of pre-school children who gained
experience due to De Bono’s approach, 2) Survey the emotional quotient of pre-school children who gained
experience due to De Bono’s approach, 3) Compare the pre-school children’s creativity and emotional quotient
before and after they gained experience due to De Bono’s approach, and 4) Compare the pre-school children’s
creativity and emotional quotient while gaining De Bono’s approach and conventional experiences. The samples
in this research were 60 second kindergarten level students in the second semester of academic year of 2010
studying in Nakhon Phanom province. All students were in Nakhamin, Phon Bok, NaNai network group, Phon
Sawan district. They were classified into two groups: an experimental and a control groups. There were 30
students at Ban Nakhamin School considered as an experimental group who gained experience due to De Bono’s
approach, and other 30 students at Ban Phonbok School considered as a control group who gained experience
due to the conventional teaching approach. The students were collected by Cluster Random Sampling technique.
Three types of research tools used in the study: 1) 20 lesson plans regarding De Bono’s approach and 20 lesson
plans according to the conventional approach, 2) Torrance’s creative thinking test with the reliability of 0.94, and
3) Emotional quotient test for 3-5 year-old children with the reliability of 0.90. The statistics used for analyzing
the collected data were percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test (Independent Samples). Experience due
to De Bono’s approach and Hotelling’s T* were employed for hypotheses testing. The results of the study were
as follows: 1) The pre-school children instructed by De Bono’s approach obtained creative thinking ability at a
good level, 2) The pre-school children instructed by De Bono’s approach obtained emotional quotient at a good
level, 3) The pre-school children instructed by De Bono’s approach obtained creative thinking and emotional
quotient before they studied at a higher level at a significance level of .05 than after they studied, 4) The
pre-school children instructed by De Bono’s approach and conventional approach obtained higher creativity
thinking and emotional quotient ability after they studied at a significance level of .05. In the pilot study, it was
found that the students from both schools insignificantly showed the creative thinking and emotional quotient at
a significance level of .05. In conclusion, the pre-school children instructed by De Bono’s approach obtained
higher creative thinking and emotional quotient ability than the children who were instructed by the conventional
approach. Therefore, the pre-school teachers should encourage the De Bono’s approach to develop the

pre-school children’s thinking abilities.

Keywords: The De Bono’s Approach, The Conventional Approach, Creative Thinking, and Emotional Quotient
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