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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to synthesize virtual learning environment models on the Web based
on the constructivist theories for promoting critical thinking, 2) to assess appropriateness of the virtual learn-
ing environment model on the Web based on the constructivist theories for promoting critical thinking. It was a
qualitative research. The instructional model was based on a problem situation, a case study, a problem
presentation, and a mind map. The study procedure was divided into 2 steps : 1. synthesizing the models through
technique of document synthesis. The sample selected by purposive sampling was experts of virtual learning
environment, of instruction on the Web, of learning based on constructivist theories, and of critical thinking,
totaling 9 people. An interview guide was used to collect data which then were synthesized for the development
of instructional model; 2. assessment of appropriateness of the instructional model. The sample was 5 experts
for assessing appropriateness of the instructional model. A 5-rating scale questionnaire was used to collect data.
Data analysis was conducted using mean and standard deviation.

Findings of the study were as follows : 1) The synthesis of virtual learning environment models on the

Web based on the constructivist theories for promoting critical thinking was appropriate at high level (X = 4.40,
S.D. = 0.21). The model was composed of 4 elements: 1. theories and principles, 2. objectives, 3. instructional
process management, and 4. assessment. 2) The developed virtual learming environment model on the Web based
on the constructivist theories for promoting critical thinking was appropriate at high level (X = 4.48, S.D. = 0.17).

It showed that the synthesized model could be developed as a tool to use in learning and teachins.

Keywords : Virtual Learning Environment / Web-based Instruction / Constructivist Learning Theories
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