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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate participatory thinking and acting in administration of basic
education schools in Thatphanom district under the Office of Nakhon Phanom Primary Education Service Area 1,
2) to compare participatory thinking and acting in administration of basic education schools as classified by status
and school size. A sample was 185 people including 43 school administrators and 142 teachers. The sample size
was determined using a 90% criterion for school administrators and a 30% criterion for teachers. The sample was
selected by stratified random sampling. The instrument was a rating-scale questionnaire created by this
researcher whose entire reliability values in parts of participatory thinking and acting were 0.97 and 0.95
respectively. Statistics used in data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test. In case
a significant difference was found, the Scheffe’s method would be used for a pairwise comparison. The findings
were as follows. 1) Administrators and teachers had participatory thinking and acting in administration of basic
education schools in Thatphanom district at the highest level. 2) Administrators and teachers had significantly
different opinion on participatory thinking in administration of basic education schools in Thatphanom district as a
whole at the .01 level. The former had higher opinion on participatory thinking than the latter. The opinion of
administrators and teachers on participatory acting as a whole also showed a significant difference at the .01
level. The latter had higher opinion on participatory acting than the former. 3) Administrators and teachers of a
different school size had significantly different participatory thinking in administration of basic education schools
as a whole at the .01 level. Administrators and teachers of a small-sized school had higher participatory thinking
than administrators and teachers of a large- or medium-sized school, but their opinion on participatory acting by
school size as a whole was not different. However, administrators and teachers of a small-sized school had higher
opinion on participatory acting in administration of basic education schools than that of those in a large-sized

school.

Keywords : Participatory Thinking and Acting / Administration / Basic Education Schools
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