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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to : 1) investigate the factors and contexts that were relevant to making a manpower
development strategy at vocational education level of Lao PDR to accommodate with the ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC), 2) verify the appropriateness and feasibility of the determined draft strategy. The study com-
bined quantitative and qualitative methodologies by surveying 8 basic cause factors which made students enter
into whether or not they will study at vocational education level. An interview was made with representatives of
the groups of businesses and industries and of the group of top executives of vocational education institutions

in order to derive ideas from point of view of manpower producers and employers. Also the experts were inter-
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viewed to gain information and direction of formulating a draft development strategy of manpower at vocational
education level. After that the draft strategy was verified by those who were concerned with vocational education
administration including business and industrial entrepreneurs in order to reach the conclusion as a needed
strategy. The findings revealed that manpower development at vocational education level of Lao PDR in order to
accommodate with the AEC which can be applied comprehensively comprises 5 strategies of which each possesses
3 measures as the following : strategy 1 - creating the Nation’s vocational education to be recognized by the public
and all the parties; strategy 2 — creating a standard of vocational education system to lead to generally accepted
quality and efficiency; strategy 3 — creating equality among all over the people who receive vocational education
service; strategy 4 — creating cooperation with industrial, business and agricultural sectors including labor employers

systematically; and strategy 5 — creating cooperation networked to the international community and the AEC.

Keywords : Manpower Development Strategy / Providing Vocational Education in Lao PDR / The ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) / Quality Standard of Skilled Labor / Standard Frame of the Nation’s Professional
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